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What are discussions?

= DOORS discussions is a mechanism for adding comments
and discussion on requirements on the module level or at the
object level.

= As compared to earlier methods of using attributes for
holding comments, discussions allow the users to add
comments also to read-only objects and modules and even to
DOORS baselines.

= Discussions are hierarchical: the original discussion summary
acts as a header for the discussion and to this item users can
add comments.

= Discussions can have access rights settings.

= Discussions can be closed and re-opened, depending on
access rights.

= Discussions were introduced by Telelogic in DOORS 9.0, this
presentation handles discussions in DOORS version 9.1.
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Discussion functions in DOORS U

Discussions  User  Help

Mew Object Discussion...
Yiew Object Discussions. ..
Mew Module Discussion...
View Module Discussions. ..

= Module menus have a “Discussions”
selection, which allows users to either
add or view discussions in a dialog.

Delete

Mew Cbiect Discussion..,

Properties...

Clear Suspicion. ..

¥ New Column - DOORS

Contents
) Mtribute

) Layout DXL
i) Object Heading and Object Text

Browse...

%) Discussion

Text Calor
i) Default

() By attribite

Column Title:

|msert ][ Close

I

Help

= QObject pop-up menu has “New Object Discussion” selection.

= Discussions can also be viewed in columns: Insert / New Column
dialog has a radio button for inserting a discussion column to view.
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Adding a module / object discussion

I New Discussion - 'User Requirements' current 2.2 - DO... P4

F1 New Discussion - Object 382 - DOORS

Summany!

Comment;

[ Save ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ]

Summary: | This needs modffication

Comment:  [The wizard mentioned|should be clearer

[ Save ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ]

= A new discussion can have a summary (a heading for
discussion) and a longer comment (which DOORS
displays below the summary in the view dialogs).

= After adding a new discussion it starts a thread to which

users can add comments.
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Viewing module discussions

T user Requirements Properties - DOORS

-

B

General | Access || History || Linkssts || Statistics | Discussions | Discussions Access List |

Summary Created By
(9 New structure for module pekka
[E] pekka - 25.2.2009 13:10:34

We should add "Environmental Requiremenis” to the next baseline

Add comment

:p Mew headings / sections
[E] pekka - 26.2.2009 13:11:27 Verzion: current

Environmental Requirements
Standard Reguirementz

Last Modified
2522009 13:10:34

522009 13:11:27

[Jview Closed Discussions

[ Refresh ] [ Mew Discussion:..

DK H Cancel ” Apply ”

Help

)
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Module discussions can
be viewed in module
properties.

A specific discussion
item can be related to a
specific baseline or to the
current version.

Through module
properties discussions
can also be closed and
new discussion created
(note: a “Refresh” might
be needed if creating
new discussions through
properties dialog).




Viewing object discussions

¥ Object 382 (Baselined) - DOORS

| General || Access || History || Attibutes || Links | Discussions |

[ View Closed Discussions

[ Previous ” Mot

Summary Created By Last Modified
ﬂ Thiz needs modification pekka 2522009 12:00;24
2] pekka - 25.2.2009 13:00:24 Version: 2.3 (while current
The wizard mentioned should be clearsr
Add comment Cloze discussion
.?ﬁ}_ﬁ[fcrl:ﬂse-:ﬂe ekka 2522009 13:08:04
[2] pekka - 25.2.2009 13:09:04 rzion;
L9 Test for current i =5.2.200 e
] pekka- 25,2.2008 13:17:04 Verzion: current
Test

[ Refresh ] [ Wew Discussion... ]

Ok

H Cancel H Aophy ” Help

]
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Object discussions
can be seen in
object properties.

The version
information for a
discussion can be
either current,
specific to some
baseline or specific
to some baseline,
but created before
baselining (i.e. for
the then existing
current version).




Adding discussion columns to view

F1 Browse DXL - DOORS

Select the appropriate discussion column.

= [ A caollection of discussion DXL functions
Digplay all discussions and all comments.
Digplay all discussions and this users [ast comment along with amy replies.
Display all discussions but only comments on this baseline.
Display all discussions but only comments that spanned the opened baseline.
Display all discussions but only display the last 5 comments.
Display all discussions that were active during and after this baseline
Display all discussions that were created up to this baseline
Display all discussions with comment test and the user name only.
Digplay closed discussions and all comments.
Digplay closed discussions and this users last comment along with ary replies.
Digplay closed discussions but anly comments on this baseline. ™

B

Description:

l Cancel ” Help l

= |nsert Column has a Discussion selection, which displays a list of
possible columns to add.

= Columns can e.g. show discussion indicators, only selected
comments, discussion related only to selected baseline, open or
closed discussions.

= Columns are added as Layout DXL.
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Discussion data in view

IUser requirements for passenger car i | Disc |.-’-"d| comments | Disc DXL
g 5 REqUITEMments
vou should have just come from the "Continue here" o (2 test (Open) test (Open)
document by following a link. That incoming link can 1) pekka on 3.3.2009 Created By pekka
be seen to the right as an orange triangle. The tool 13:47:41 Created By Mame: "pekka"
tip will work there too, showing the route back. kifhhfdkjsh Created On: 3.3.2009

Wersion:/EasyStart/Requiremen  13:47:41
ts/UUser Requirements (while Last Mod By: pekka

current) Last Mod By Mame: "pekka"
Data timestamp: 3.7.2000 Last Mod On 5.3.2009
0o:00:00 13:47:41

Status: Open First wversion:

JEasystart/Requirements/U
ser Requirements []

Last version:
JEasystart/Requirements/U
cer Requirements
[Comment added by pekka
At 5.3.2000 13:47:41:

= The first column “Disc” shows an indicator for open discussion, “All comments” is a
DOORS layout DXL column selected from Insert Column to display all comments

and “Disc DXL” is a DXL attribute customized from discussions example program in
DXL Help.

= Discussion Layout DXL seem not to work as DXL attributes if converted with the
DOORS Convert Layout DXL to Attribute DXL tool.
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Closing a discussion

@ Thig needs modification
E] pekka - 25.2.2009 13:00:24

The wizard mentioned =hould be clearer

?ﬂ Tezt for bazeline

[E] pekka - 25.2.2009 13:09:04

[l pekka - 25.2.2009 13:36:31 @
Clozed

Wiew Closed Discussions

pekka 25.2.2005 13:00.24

Verzion: 2.3 (while current

Close dizcussion
a 2522 1 1
“Verzion: 2.3
“VYerzion: current
Re-open dizcus=ion

W

[ Fefresh ] [ MNew Discussion... ]

= Discussion can be closed when viewing the discussions.

= No comments can be anymore added to a closed discussion,
although a closed discussion can be re-opened.

» (Closed discussions are not shown by default in the discussion
dialogs, to show them the “View Closed Discussions” has to be

checked.

= (Closed discussions are shown with a red square.
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Discussions through baselines

Current Current Current
0.0 1.0 1.1
Baseline . Baseline .
1.0 1.1

= Discussions flow through the life cycle of the module: the current
version can start a dls_cussmn or a baseline can sta_rt a
discussion thread, which then can have comments in later
current or baseline versions.
= Disc_:ussions started_ in later module versions are not seen in pekka
earlier module versions. Version: 2.2
= Each discussion summary or comment has label to indicate in
which module version it was created, i.e. which baseline it
comments. pekda
= _The module version information also indicates if the dis_cussion
item or comr_ne_nt has been creat_ed for the current version
before baselining or to the baseline.
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Exporting and archiving discussions

Discussion Layout DXL column in a view can be exported as any
column for those exports which support view based export.

Thus discussion data can be exported to Word, Excel etc.

By building customized scripts it is also possible to import data to
discussions, if needed.

Note that in the current implementation of discussions, discussions
are not included in DOORS archives (dma/dpa).

Due to extensive DXL support for discussion items it is possible to
create own customized methods for creating / viewing discussions
— e.g. a DXL attribute containing object discussions, which can then
be copied to another text attribute and thus be included in an
archive.
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Managing discussions

¥1 DOORS Database Properties - DOORS g@

General || Access || Login Policy || Password: || Message of the Day | Welcome Screen | Dizcussions Access

{7 Mlow Discussions

#) Mlow Discussions {aocess restrictions can be set on modules)
F1 User Requirements Properties - DOORS g@ﬁ

General | Access | History || Linksets | Statistics | Discussions | Discussions Aocess List

() Dont allow Discussions

Discussions Access List

Allow everyone to create discussions

Mame

I} Everyone

= At the database level a Database Manager can allow discussions for all users, or
use the default of allowing access rights to be set for discussions.

= For the database discussions can also be disallowed (in all modules). Note that a
module created when this selection is on (no discussion), can not have discussions
ever, not even after the database property is changed. A module which has been
created before this switch and which has had ongoing discussions can still have new

discussions.

= At the module level the default is to allow everyone to create discussions, but access
rights can be set so that only specified users can take part in discussions (e.g. only
the group which manages the data within the specified DOORS project).
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Contact information

Pekka Makinen, RE & DOORS consultant
SoftQA Oy

E-mail Pekka.Makinen@SoftQA.fi

Home page http://www.softqa.fi/

The example screenshots are from IBM Telelogic
DOORS 9.1.

All trademarks are the property of their respective
owners.
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